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Iranian Fisheries Bulletin @

Plankton survey in the southern
part of the Caspian Sea.

Maryam Fallahi
Guilan Fisheries Research Center,
Bandar Anzali, |. F.R.T.0

ABFITRACT

A plankton survey was conducted in the southem part of the Caspian Sea in order 1o identify
the plankton communities and to put the exploitation of these aguatic resources on a ration-
al and sustainable basis.

A column of water from surface (0 bottom was sampled in different seasons, abundance and
distribution of Phyto - and Zoo-Plankton was determined for the surface, transparant and
thermocline layets.

A guired resulis show a decrease in the abundance of Planktons fronf the littoral zone 1o the
pelagic zone and that the phytoplankion populations are usually-confined to the transparent
layer,

Phytoplankton abundance in summer was greater than other seasons and epilimnion zone in
contrast o meta - and hypo-limnion contained more Phvioplankion.

However it was quite evidant that the abundance of Phywplankton was four tmes that of
Zooplankton in the southern waters of the Caspian Sea.

Dominant Phytoplankions belonged to the Phylum Chrysophyta and class Bacillariophy-
CEaC,
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