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Family

Species ke Pl PRSP S
Calappidae

Mamita sp. + + +
Grapsidae

Grapsus albofineatus +

Sesarme plicarum + +
Leucosidag

Lewcosta signatd +
Majidae

Hyvastenus diacanthus +
Ocypodidae

Macrophthalmis sp. 4

M. prandidieri + o

M. pectinipes +

Sp. () +

Ocypod sp. +

Ocypod saratan +

Lica sp. + T

Uca sindensiy + ¥
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Family
Species ooty P plieas, S

Porfunidae
Charybdis sp. + + + +
C. feriata +
Porfunus s +
Portunuy sp.o i
P, pelagicus + + ¥
P. sanguinolennss +

 Xanthidae
Avergalis sp. +
Atergatiy sp.2 &
Eriphia sp.q +
Eriphia 5p.2 +
Eriphia seband +
Eurvearcinus orientalis +
Monodieus sp.q 4
Monodaeus sp.a +
Maorodaeus sp.a +

Porcellanidae
Petrolisthes 5p. =
P. rufescense 4
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1) Mamura sp. 6) Sp. 11) Atergaris spy.
2) Leucosia signatd 7) Ocypod sp. 12} Eriphia sp.

3) Hyastenus diacanthus 8y Charybdis sp. 13) Monodagus spo.
4) Macrophthalnus sp. 9y Pornunus £p1. 14) Monodaeus sp,
5) Uca sindensis 10} Partunus spa 15) Perrolisthes 5p.
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A Systematic Study of Crabs in

the Inter-tidal Zone of Hormozgan Province
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Sturgeon International Research Institute, Rasht, Iram,
P.O.Box 41635-3404

ABSTRACT

A systematic study on distribution of crabs in the inter-tidal zone of
Hormozgan provinee, stretches between Bandar Abbas to Bandar Lengeh, was
carried out during four seasons for a 'period of one year (Octeber 1994 to
September 1995).

Four regions with different bottoms were chosen for sampling. This study
was conducted for the first time in Iran and revealed the richness of crahs
species and also gave us a picture of the indigenous species of this region. In
this survey an attempt was made to study the standing stocks of crabs in this
area. The specimens were identified using identification keys [rom Malaysia
(lovett, 1981), Pakistan (Bianchi, 1985), the Mediterranean (schneiser &
Bauchot, 1987), Denmark (Jessen & Sparck, 1944-49), and work of other
authors such as: (Abele, 1982 ; Jones, 1986 ; Nandi & Pramanik, 1994 ; Titgen,
1982).

Identification was conducted through carapace surface patterns, number of
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surface serrations and edges of the carapace and its lateral outgrowths, shape

of eye, shape of appendages espeially chelae (first pair of feet) and the last
pair of appendages, presence or absence of hair on the appendages, shape of
telson and body size of the organism.

One family belonging to the sub-order Anomura and seven families
belonging to the sub-order Brachyura were identified in this region. On the
whole 14 specimens were identified upto the species level and 15 specimens
were identified upto the genus level Due to the absence of identification keys
one of the specimens were identified only upto the famly level.

Till now 15 species of crabs have been recorded in the southern shores of
Iran (Fatemi, 1992 ; Husseini, 1994 ; Saeidpour, 1994) and 15 species have
been identified and recorded for the first time throughout Tran. This research
showed that the species Portunus pelagicus, Macrophthalmus pectinipes,
Ocypod saratan and Er.ﬂnflm sebana were widely distributed in Bandar Abbas,
Bostanoo, Berkeh Sephlin and Bandar Lengeh respectively.
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