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IBSTRACT

In this study, the stage of gonadal development, type and season of
sawning of Qfofithes niber in the North West of Persian Gull were identilied.
Yricher maluration and spawning were studied by macroscopic, microscopic,
nd histologic observation of gonads which obtained [rom Octeber 1996 Lo
cplember 1997 in Khouzestan coasts, In the histologic sections ol gonad
issue, stages I Lo VII of gonadal development were distinguished. Post
pawning [ollicules were observed only in stages V1 and VIT {in April and
Lay) Attretic ovums were also clearly observed in these stages. Frequency ol
vum diameter distribution in stages T 1o Vs o unimodal which proves that
nnual maturation ol ovums and spawning of this speeies are simultaneous.
‘he highest level ol GS1was observed in March and also higher stages ot
onudal maturation were observed in Murch and April. Fastdropin GSlin
Aay unid within oceurrence of both spawning and spent individuals in only two
nanths of the year shows the relatively short spawning season is spring
April-May). Sexual maturation of females peeured alter the males and its first

cngth in females was 216 mim.
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